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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS, JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON
JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON, ALASKA 

1 June 2016
MEMORANDUM FOR JBER PERSONNEL
FROM:  673 ABW/CC
SUBJECT:  JBER Model Aircraft (MA) Policy 
1.  Model Aircraft (MA), as defined by Public Law 112-95, section 336, subsection (c), are unmanned aircraft that are capable of sustained flight in the atmosphere, are flown within visual line of sight of the person operating the aircraft, and are flown for hobby or recreational purposes.  The MA classification includes traditional remote controlled airplanes and helicopters as well as “drones” (including but not limited to quadcopters).  These devices pose potential security and safety risks if operated without restrictions within JBER Class D airspace.  

2.  MA use on JBER is forbidden during FPCONs BRAVO, CHARLIE, and DELTA.  The current FPCON is displayed at entry gates, building entrances, and in the upper right corner of government computer monitors.  Current FPCON can also be obtained by calling the Base Defense Operations Center (BDOC) at 552-3421 or 552-7070.

3.  During FPCONs ALPHA and NORMAL, MA use is restricted to the following locations:

a. The Remote Controlled (RC) Flying Field
i. Battery and gas-powered fixed and rotary-wing MA allowed
ii. Operators will contact Base Operations (552-2107) before and after flying
iii. MA are restricted to 300’ above ground level (AGL) and below
iv. Operators who use the RC Flying Field will operate MA in accordance with the posted RC Flying Field rules
b. Military Housing (yards and common areas), Cottonwood Park, Eagleglen Fitness Park (west of the reservoir), athletic fields (when not in use for team sports), and designated open spaces
i. Battery-powered rotary-wing MA only
ii. MA are restricted to 50’ AGL and below
4.  The following restrictions apply to MA operations on JBER:

a. MA will be registered with the FAA (unless the MA weighs less than 0.55 pounds) 
http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/ 

b. MA will be operated in a manner that does not interfere with and gives way to any manned aircraft  

c. MA will not be flown at night (1 hour after sunset until 1 hour prior to sunrise)
d. MA will be constructed primarily of lightweight materials (plastic, wood, foam, etc.) and will weigh no more than 55 pounds at the time of operation

e. MA will have a wingspan or rotor diameter of 6’ or less

f. MA will be labled with the name, registration number (if required), and address or phone number of the operator

g. MA will not be equipped or retrofitted with audio or visual recording devices 

h. MA will not be flown via pre-programmed GPS routes

i. MA will not be equipped with pyrotechnic devices that burn or explode

j. MA will not be equipped with any device which propels a projectile or drops any object that creates a hazard to persons or property

k. MA operators will be at least 13 years old or will have direct parental supervision
l. MA operators will carry insurance which covers MA related damage and injuries (unless the MA weights less than 0.55 pounds)

m. MA operators will maintain an unobstructed view of the MA at all times
n. MA operators will avoid overflight of buildings, vehicles, roads, railroads, personnel, and animals
o. MA operators will not operate MA on JBER in any manner that is inconsistent with good order and discipline or that adversely affects the health, safety, or morale of personnel on the installation

5.  MA operators are required to check Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) prior to flying (http://tfr.faa.gov/tfr2/list.html).  Operators should also familiarize themselves with the most current information at www.faa.gov/uas/model_aircraft and www.knowbeforeyoufly.org.
6.  JBER personnel will report unauthorized use of MA to the BDOC at 552-3421 or 552-7070.  Operators who violate this policy and engage in the unauthoriazed use of MA are subject to criminal, civil, and administrative action under Federal and State laws and regulations, to include, in the case of military members, military regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).  
7.  My POC for airspace matters related to this policy is the 3 OSS/DO; please contact 552-0142.  My POC for installation security and enforcement matters related to this policy is 673 SFS/S30;  please contact 552-4062.
BRIAN R. BRUCKBAUER 

Colonel, USAF








Commander

Attachments:

PACAF Personal Model Aircraft Policy

Approved Model Aircraft Flight Areas Map

